Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 God’s chosen one
Acts 10:34-38 Lord of all people
Matthew 3:13-17 My Beloved Son
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Psalm Response
The Lord will bless his people with his peace.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
The heavens were opened and the Father’s voice
was heard: this is my beloved Son, hear him.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
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This is my Son,

T~ the Beloved;

W\ my favour
"_,:'} rests on him
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Baptism of the Lord

Saint Paul’s Church ~ Mount Victoria
Saint Joseph’s Church ~ Megalong Valley
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Readers ) The time has come we are called to share our experience of God with those we meet each day,
12 Jan 1st Reading Frances Huckstepp for J to begin hi . . . .
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L) AUSTRALIA DAY PICNIC
xi‘l'\"i! '« The annual Parish Picnic will again be held on the
rﬂ‘ﬂ ,%m, Australia Day Weekend (Saturday 25th - Monday 27th
ng‘céw January), with our hosts Diana and Joe Landsberg
welcoming us to their beautiful property, Withycombe, at
Mount Wilson. Diana will advise the date of the picnic as soon as possible.

PARISH DINNER
As the Feast of the Most Sacred Heart of
Jesus falls on Friday 27th June this year,
it is planned to hold our Annual Parish
Dinner on either 27th or 28th June. We are
planning a spit roast with the trimmings
to once again be held in the Parish Hall
along with entertainment. Move to follow.

~ GARAGE SALE ~
Our 2014 Garage Sale will take place in the Parish Hall on the weekend of
8® and 9" February. If you have goods of any description that are saleable,
please leave them at the office.

We are not looking for unwanted electrical items or things GIIE St |
that cannot be sold as the Parish has to take unsaleable or
broken items to the dump at a cost to the Parish.

The Parish Office will reopen on 22 January but Fr Bob I
will keep an eye out for items left prior to this, which can
be placed in the office anteroom due to the hall being used for a wedding
reception on 18" January. We thank you all for your generous donations of
items for the Garage Sale which is one of the Parish’s important fundraising
efforts of the year.

FREE MOVIE NIGHT at St Thomas Aquinas Primary Springwood:

"The Sapphires" ~ Saturday 25th January
(Includes a PG rated movie, popcorn, sausage sizzle and more)
Entry from 4pm, Music concert 4-5pm, Jumping castle 4-6pm, Movie starts 8pm

Venue: The grounds of St Thomas Aquinas Primary,
168 Hawkesbury Road, Springwood.

(Part of a series of outdoor movie nights being hosted by St Thomas Aquinas
Springwood Parish and CatholicCare Social Services -
Diocese of Parramatta - in January.)

CHRISTMAS HAMPER
RAFFLE
Congratulations and a big
THANK YOU to Sue Gracey
and her helpers for once
again making our annual
Christmas Raffle the success it was.
Some $1005 was raised to assist the Parish.

The lucky winners were:
1st Prize: Alice Reeves
2nd Prize: Ray Taylor
3rd Prize: Kate and Peter
4th Prize: Marilyn Rowe

Thanks to all Parishioners for donating,
buying and selling tickets. Without you,
the raffle would not have been a success.

o P Mark your
=Tt -, calendar for our
» Trivia Night to be
T held in the
Parish Hall
on Saturday, 15th March.
Cost $10 per person or
$20 per family.
BYO nibbles.
Cake/Coffee will be provided.
It will be a great night.

~Diary Date~
‘Just Because Dinner’

Tuesday 21st January
from 6pm at the
Gardner’s Inn, Blackheath.

Everyone is welcome.

“Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by John. John tried to
dissuade him. ‘It is I who need baptism from you,’ he said ‘and yet you come
to me!’ But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; it is fitting
that we should, in this way, do all that righteousness demands.’ At this, John
gave in to him. (Mt 3:13-15)

Gospel Focus: There is comfort to be found in the words Jesus spoke to John,
‘Leave it like this for the time being’. We can sometimes be frustrated by the
slow pace of change in the world and in our own lives - we often want things
to happen immediately, if not yesterday! But Jesus’ words convey a sense that
there is an order to things, a right time for them to come about. ‘Leave it like
this for the time being’ says, let things unfold in their own time without being

anxious; work for change, but there is a proper time for things.
(Greg Sunter - Liturgyhelp)

It is with much sadness that
we announce the death of
Reverend Father James Stack.
Fr Stack was the parish priest of Holy
Family, East Granville. Please remember
him at Mass and keep him in your prayers.

0 In memoriam [

Henry Columbine ~ 10th January
John Lorant ~ 11th January
Gerard Johnston ~ 11th January
Joyce Malkin ~ 14th January

Sacred Heart Care Group: This is just a
reminder that our Care Group is here to
assist parishioners in times of need.
Please contact Carmel Vanny 47878706 or
Michelle Funnell 47572638 if you need help.

Anointed with the
Spirit
Today the Holy Spirit
floats over the
waters in the form
of a dove, so that
by this sign it might
be known that the
world’s universal
shipwreck has
ceased, as the dove
had announced to Noah that the
world’s flood had subsided.
Nor does this dove carry a
branch of the old olive, but it
pours the whole richness of the
olive on the head of the author
of the new anointing, in order
to fulfil what the prophet
foretold: ‘Therefore God, your
God, has anointed you with
the oil of gladness above
other kings.’

St Peter Chrysologus (c.400-c.450)
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