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LENT IS HERE!

Tuesday next is Shrove Tuesday (Pancake Day), so named because it
commemorates preparation for Lent by confession where the faithful were
‘shriven’, that is, absolved from their sins. I will be celebrating this day with
my fellow priests at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta.

The next day is Ash Wednesday when our 40 day Lenten Program begins.
The word ‘lent’ has its origin in an old English word for spring, the season in
which lent occurs in the northern hemisphere. The practice of penance comes
from Jesus himself, who preached repentance to all. Many changes have been
made to the lent through the centuries, resulting eventually in the 1966
proclamation of Ash Wednesday and Good Friday as the only days of fast and
abstinence in our church year. The law of fasting binds those who have
completed their 18th year until the beginning of their 60th year; the law of
abstinence (from meat) binds those who have completed their 14th year, also,
Catholics are obliged to receive Holy Communion at least once a year between
Ash Wednesday and Trinity Sunday. Implicit in this is our receipt of the
Sacrament of Reconciliation prior to us receiving Holy Communion. During
Lent, you will know that the Alleluia is omitted in Mass even in celebration of
solemnities and feasts.

COMMISSIONING OF CATECHISTS

Today, our 2011 Catechists and Co-ordinator, Noeleen Cliff, will be
commissioned in their roles following the homily. You are invited to actively
participate in that commissioning.

PANCAKES GALORE!

Again, today following Mass, join us for freshly cooked pancakes - as
many as you can handle! (for a small fee). As this event only occurs once a
year, make the most of it!

BEHIND THE SCENE

One of our stalwart volunteers, Gabrielle Byrne, for the first time in many
a long year, is taking a short break from her role in the production of our
Bulletin. Many thanks Gabrielle, on behalf of all of us, for your valuable
contribution to our spiritual welfare and we look forward to your health
improving in the months ahead.

EMAIL FROM SISTER LYN

Received on Tuesday, 1st March, Sister Lyn advised that her mother
passed away last Sunday morning, 27th February. A condolence card will be
circulated after today’s Mass for all to sign. So, let us pray for the safe repose
of Mrs Eastmure’s soul and Mass will be offered up at the 9am Mass on Friday,
11th March.

LENTEN GROUPS

Have you noted your name on the list on the Notice Board? If you are
interested in leading or being part of a Lenten Group this year, please contact
Monica Bright, Michelle Davis or myself. So far, two groups have committed,
with a third group at Mt Victoria interested.

ASH WEDNESDAY

There will be the usual 9.00am Mass and a special Mass for workers to be

celebrated at 7.30pm.

CATHOLIC OUTLOOK

Page 17 of the March edition of Catholic Outlook contains a full page
comparison of the important changes to our Mass liturgy for those who are
interested in better preparing themselves to the changes that are about to be

introduced.

God Bless! Fr. Bob

From Sr Lyn:

Just wanted to let you know that Mum passed away last Sunday morning.
She had not been well and an ultrasound revealed cancer in the liver. We are all so
grateful that she is now at peace. She really had lost the will to live after Dad died

so there would have been a grand reunion!!!!

 ask for your prayers. At the end of last year, | decided | would come back to
Melbourne to be near the family so | arrived to stay at the end of January.

I am now at Siena, 12 Compton St, Canterbury 3126 Ph 03 9836 0253.
With many blessings, Lyn.

Y. SE Pabrick’s Geb BGogether
/& Trivia Night & Sausage Sizzle

Friday, 18th March, in the Parish Hall.
Come dressed in green or dressed like the Irish.
As well as being green for St Patrick’s Day, there will be
a sausage sizzle starting at 7pm, and at 7.30pm, the
Trivia will start. Big things are planned for the evening,
including prizes! BYO Nibbles and drinks for your table.

Entry: $5 per person or $10 per family

Gather in family and friends ﬂ#‘
to make up tables of 8. All welcome! “\
TICKETS ARE ON SALE AFTER MASS TODAY. )
See Patricia or Diane.

The Parish Dinner has been booked for Friday, 1st Julby,
the Feast of the Sacred Heart. This year's venue is
St Mount’s Trattoria, 194 Great Western Highway,
Blackheath, commencing at 6.30pm.

LITURGICAL MINISTERS' ROSTER
The Liturgical Ministers’ Rosters for the periodt@March
to 8th May are now available at the back of therchu

HOME MASSES

To date we have
only had one
parishioner
prepared to
commit themselves
to a Home Mass,
however, there
have been several
other expressions
of interest from
other parishioners
who have yet to
confirm that
interest and to
provide suggested
Mass dates.
Should you and
your family wish
to host one of the
‘once a month’
Home Masses,
please note your
name on the
notice board.




