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NEW BISHOP FOR DIOCESE OF PARRAMATTA

The Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has named
Most Rev Anthony Fisher op as the third bishop of
Parramatta. He succeeds Most Rev Kevin Manning who
has been Bishop of Parramatta since 1997 and is
retiring.

Bishop Anthony is a Dominican friar and ethicist.
He was Co-ordinator of World Youth Day 2008 in |/
Sydney. For the past seven years he has been Parish 4
Priest of Watson’s Bay and an auxiliary bishop of b
Sydney. At 49, Bishop Anthony Fisher is the youngest - : r
Catholic bishop in Australia.

The Diocese of Parramatta was separated from the Archdiocese of
Sydney in 1986 and includes the shires of Baulkham Hills, Blacktown, the Blue
Mountains, Hawkesbury, Holroyd, Parramatta, Penrith, and parts of
Wollondilly and Liverpool. With a third of the locals identifying as Catholic in
the last census (319,215), it is Australia’s most Catholic area. It already has 49
parishes, 76 systemic schools (54 primary and 22 secondary) and 6
congregational schools.

“I don’t come with any agenda apart from the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and the teachings of the Church,” Bishop Anthony explained. “I want to hear
from the priests and people of the diocese, their hopes, gifts and challenges,
and learn from them.”

Born in South-West Sydney and educated in several Sydney schools,
Bishop Anthony Fisher went on to study History and Law at the University of
Sydney before practising in a city law firm. From this time he was also
involved in the pro-life movement.

In 1985 he entered the Order of Preachers (‘OP or ‘Dominicans’) - a
religious order dedicated to the preaching the Catholic faith in the context of
a life of study, prayer and community. He studied theology in Melbourne, was
ordained a priest in 1991 and completed a doctorate in bioethics at the
University of Oxford in 1995.

“As a priest and religious myself, I honour the role that priests and
consecrated women and men have played in the history of Western Sydney.
Priests are the backbone of our parish life and religious today contribute to
education, welfare, health and aged care, as well as to parish and spiritual life.
Naturally, promoting priestly and religious vocations will be a major priority
for me,” Bishop Anthony said.

“I have a passion for preaching, teaching and formation, and so I will be
very interested in the distinctive contribution the Catholic Church makes in
this regard in the Diocese of Parramatta,” Bishop Anthony said.

“I want today to pay tribute to Bishop Kevin Manning who has given the
diocese first-rate leadership over the past twelve years,” Bishop Anthony said.
“It is an honour to follow in the footsteps of this good shepherd.”

The liturgical celebration of Bishop Anthony’s installation will take
place at St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta, at 7.30pm on Thursday, 4 March
2010. God Bless, Fr Bob.

MARY MACKILLOP: Mary MacKillop's 2nd miracle breaks her silence.
Kathleen Evans has revealed how her prayers to Mary Mackillop were
answered and how, against all odds, she recovered from advanced lung and
brain cancer.

CATALYST FOR RENEWAL DINNER - Speaker: Geralding Doogue.
Topic: Spirituality - making connections in our world. Friday 12 February
7pm for 7.30pm. St Bernadette’s Parish Hall, 367 Old Northern Rd, Castle Hill.
Cost $45 for 2-course dinner. (BYOG) RSVP; 3 February. Limited numbers.
Bookings: tel (02) 9990 7003 or email. Catalyst-for-renewal@tpg.com.au

PARISH WORKING BEE: Saturday 30" January, 7.00am — 9.30am
Many hands make light work so your help on this day would be appreciated.

AUSTRALIA DAY - TUESDAY 26TH JANUARY 2010
Mass will be held at 9.30am on this day and not the usual time of 6pm.
The parish picnic will again be on with our kind hosts,
Diana and Joe Landsberg, having once again offered the grounds of
WITHYCOMBE at Mt Wilson for our get together.
Thank you Diana and Joe!
Bring a picnic lunch to share and enjoy good company and relaxing surrounds.
It is also a chance to meet new parishioners on this day.

ALL WELCOME.
Feast Days for this week! (17th — 23rd January 2010 ) J. D
Sunday St Anthony, Abbot (founder of monasticism) (251-35AD)

Memorial
Monday St Margaret of Hungary, Princess & Nun, (1242-1270AD)
Tuesday St Walstan, Bishop —(1009-1095AD)
Wednesday St Fabian, Pope & Martyr — (d250AD) Optional Feast
Thursday St Agnes — Virgin, Martyr —(293-305AD) Memorial Feast
Friday St Vincent, Deacon & Martyr — (4th century) Optional Feast
Saturday St lldelphonsus — Bishop — (607-667AD)

0 sing to the Lord a new song ...

Today's first reading speaks of the great joy and delight that God takes in us,
comparing that divine love to the relationship between a husband and wife. The psalmist tells
us to sing a new song. The reading from Corinthians celebrates the many and diverse gifts of
the Spirit, and reminds us that all the unique gifts we have as individuals should be shared for
the common good.

Jesus’ miracle at Cana is about the celebration and transformation of the community
gathered at the wedding feast. God delights in us and we are made to be people of joy. Do we
remember to delight in the gift that is this human experience and our relationships with each
other?

How do | share my unique gifts with my community? What new song might | be called
to sing in my life? -from Daily Prayer online




